Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.026; wR factor = 0.060; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.9.
In the title compound, C 11 H 10 BrNO 2 , the dihedral angle between the five-and six-membered rings of the phthalamide system is 1.00 (16) . There are no significant intermolecular interations except for van der Waals contacts.
Related literature
For pharmacological background on phthalamides, see: Brań a & Ramos (2001 
Comment
Phthalimides are well known cytotoxic DNA intercalating agents and have shown promise as potential anti-cancer agents (e.g. Brańa & Ramos, 2001) . Its derivatives, such as bis-naphthalimides etc, represent a promising group of DNA-targeted anticancer agents, and the search for more potent analogues remains a priority. We now report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
As shown in Fig.1 , the title compound consists of a phthalimide group supporting a bromopropane group. In the structure of (I), C11-O1 [1.210 (4) Å] and C4-O2 [1.208 (3) Å] are typical for a C==O double bond, the S(5) ring of N1/C4/C5/C10/ C11 and the aromatic ring is approximatively coplanear, characterized by a dihedral angle of 1.00 (16)°.
Experimental
To a mixture of 1,3-dibromopropane (46 ml, 0.45 mol) and acetone (100 ml), potassium phthalimide (22.7 g, 0.15 mol) was added in batches with refluxing. After stirring for additional 12 h, the solid was filtered off, the solvent evaporated in vacuo.
The residue was recrystallized in ethanol: evaporation gave (I) as colourless blocks (25.45 g, 63.4%).
Refinement
H atoms were placed geometrically with C-H = 0.93-0.97Å, and refined as riding with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. (13) 
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